
STANDING ORDER Magistrate 

Judge Elizabeth D. Laporte 

1) Civil law and motion is heard on Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. Criminal law and motion is 
heard on Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. Counsel need not reserve a hearing date in advance. 
However, noticed dates may be reset as the court’s calendar requires. 

 
2) Case Management Conferences are held on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. Pretrial 

Conferences are held on Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m. 
 
3) In cases assigned to Judge Laporte for all purposes through consent of the parties, 

discovery disputes shall be addressed as follows: 
 
The counsel for each party shall meet and confer in person, or, if counsel are located 
outside the Bay Area, by telephone, to attempt to resolve their dispute informally. A mere 
exchange of letters, e-mails, telephone calls or facsimile transmissions does not satisfy 
the meet and confer requirement.  
 
If the parties are unable to resolve their dispute informally after a good faith effort, 
including meet and confer efforts conducted by lead counsel, they shall prepare a joint 
statement of not more than five pages (12-point or greater font) stating the nature and 
status of the dispute and attesting to their good faith meet and confer efforts. Issue-by-
issue, the joint letter shall describe each unresolved issue, summarize each party’s 
position with appropriate legal authority, and provide each party’s final proposed 
compromise before addressing the next issue. The joint letter should also address the 
proportionality factors set for in Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(b)(1). Where 
necessary, the parties may submit supporting declarations and documentation. Parties are 
expected to plan for and cooperate in preparing the joint letter so that each side has 
adequate time to address the arguments.  When appropriate, the parties may file a 
separate letter for each genuinely independent dispute. 
 
The parties are strongly encouraged to submit a joint statement, but in the rare instances 
when a joint statement is not possible, each side may submit a statement of not more than 
two pages (12-point font or greater).  
 
The joint statement or individual statements shall be e-filed (unless the case is exempt 
from e-filing requirements) and chambers copies submitted as required herein. Whether 
joint or individual, the statement must be filed under the Civil Events category of 
“Motions and Related Filings > Motions – General > Discovery Letter Brief.”  
 
Upon review of the parties’ submission[s], the Court will advise the parties of how the 
Court intends to proceed. The Court may issue a ruling or schedule a telephone 
conference or in person conference with the parties, and at such conference may issue 
rulings, order more formal briefing, or set further hearing dates. The Court may also 
order the parties to come to the courthouse to meet and confer in good faith. 



Alternatively, the Court may determine without a telephone conference that further 
briefing is required. 
 
In emergencies during discovery events, the Court is available pursuant to Civil L.R. 37-
1(b). 
 
Motions for sanctions shall be filed by separate motion in accordance with the Federal 
Rule of Civil procedure 37 and Civil L.R. 37-4.  The parties shall comply with their meet 
and confer obligations pursuant to Civil L.R. 37-1(a). Parties who refuse to meet and 
confer will be subject to sanctions pursuant to Civil L.R. 37-4. 

 
4) If parties believe a protective order is necessary, they shall, where practicable, use one 

of the model stipulated protective orders (available at 
http://cand.uscourts.gov/stipprotectorder).  The parties shall file one of the following 
with their proposed protective order: (a) a declaration stating that the proposed order 
is identical to one of the model orders except for the addition of case-identifying 
information or the elimination of language denoted as optional; (b) a declaration 
explaining each modification to the model order, along with a redline version 
comparing the proposed protective order with the model order; or (c) a declaration 
explaining why use of one of the model orders is not practicable. 

 
5) The Court strives to set matters and render decisions in a timely manner. The Court 

encourages parties to advise the Court by letter to chambers of any matter that appears 
to have been unduly delayed. 

 
6) Requests to appear telephonically at case management conferences must be filed and 
 served one (1) week before the conference in accordance with Civil L.R. 16-10(a). 

 
 
 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
Dated: February 1, 2016  

ELIZABETH D. LAPORTE 
United States Magistrate Judge 


