
 
NEWS RELEASE 

April 7, 2011 San Francisco 
 
In an effort to best utilize the staff of the United States Marshals Service, and as part of a 90-day pilot 
project to enhance building security, the General Services Administration today announced an 
‘Employee Only Entrance’ at the Phillip Burton Federal Building and US Courthouse at 450 Golden Gate 
Avenue. The restricted entrance will be on the Turk Street side of the building. 

Effective Monday, May 2, 2011, the Turk Street entrance to the Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse 
will be for the restricted access of federal employees and for certain other excepted individuals, to 
include: 

- Individuals with identifiable special needs, such as physical and/or mental handicaps, mobility 
impairments/issues such as use of canes, walkers, wheelchairs, etc. 

- Seated jurors 
- Attorneys and their clients using Turk Street parking facilities and/or bringing boxes of 

documents to court 
- Such other excepted individuals as tenants may identify from time-to-time through coordination 

with GSA and the United States Marshals Service. 

For security reasons the general public, other than those mentioned above, will be asked to enter only 
at the Golden Gate Avenue entrance.  Federal employees with ID badges may continue to enter or exit 
the building at either entrance during weekday duty hours.   

This pilot project is for the purpose of measuring the impact of such an entrance on US Marshals and 
Federal Protective Services staff, and on general building security.  “As a result of this change we hope 
to be able to re-deploy some of our Court Security Offices to other areas of the building in an effort to 
enhance overall security at the US Courthouse. This change is consistent with a recommendation from 
the Department of Justice”, said Donald O’Keefe, the United States Marshal. 

“We expect some concern about the new procedure to be expressed by attorneys who frequent the 
courthouse” said Anita Bock, Chief Deputy Clerk, “but we feel confident that we can accommodate 
special requests as they arise, and that attorneys and their clients will understand and appreciate the 
need to deploy Court Security Officers to those areas where they are most needed to ensure maximum 
court security on all court floors. Special arrangements will be made when high-profile trials cause larger 
numbers of people than usual to visit the courthouse.” 

“A change like this will require some getting used to, and the USMS Court Security Officers will assist 
visitors to the building as needed until the restricted access point on the Turk Street side becomes well 
known to all”, said Jason Cawthorne, GSA Building Manager. 

  

http://www.gsa.gov/HDR_0_home


 
 

April 7, 2011 

NOTICE TO ALL TENANTS OF THE PHILLIP BURTON FEDERAL BUILDING and US COURTHOUSE 
450 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco 
 
As part of a 90-day pilot project to enhance building security, approved by the Facility Security 
Committee in March, we are establishing an ‘Employee and Other Authorized Visitors Only Entrance’ at 
the Federal Building. 
 
Effective Monday, May 2, 2011, the Turk Street entrance to the Phillip Burton Federal Building and U.S. 
Courthouse will be for the restricted access of federal employees and for certain other excepted 
individuals, to include: 

- Individuals with identifiable special needs, such as physical and/or mental handicaps, mobility 
impairment issues such as use of canes, walkers, wheelchairs, etc.  

- Seated jurors 
- Attorneys and their clients using Turk Street parking facilities and/or bringing boxes of 

documents to court 
- Such other excepted individuals as tenants may identify from time-to-time through coordination 

with GSA and the United States Marshals Service 
 
Tenants who wish to request exceptions to the policy should direct their requests to the GSA Golden 
Gate Field Office on the 7th Floor of the Federal Building. 
 
For security reasons the general public, other than those mentioned above, will be asked to enter only 
at the Golden Gate Avenue entrance.   
 
Federal employees with ID badges may continue to enter or exit the building at either entrance during 
weekday duty hours.   
 
Special arrangements will be made for high-profile trials and during peak tax season. 
 
This pilot project is for the purpose of measuring the impact of such an entrance on US Marshals and 
Federal Protective Services staff, and on general building security.   
 
A change like this will require some getting used to, and the USMS Court Security Officers will assist 
visitors to the building as needed until the restricted access point on the Turk Street side becomes well 
known to all. 
 
GSA will post appropriate signage at all entrances. 
 

If you have questions or concerns please contact the GSA Golden Gate Field Office at 415-436-7940. 

http://www.gsa.gov/HDR_0_home

